Thursday 4 May
7.30
8.00

Red Carpet Drinks
Feature film XX + Q&A + Opening Night Party

Friday 5 May
5.00
8.00

Industry event - The Attic Lab Pitch + Networking Drinks
Feature film - MR WRONG + Q&A

Saturday 6 May
11.00 Symposium - The Cinema of Gaylene Preston (Deb Verhoeven)
1.00 Feature film - INNUENDO + Q&A
4.00 Symposium - Girlie Werewolf Hall of Fame (Jazmina Cininas)
including the opening of her exhibition Blood Moon
5.00 SWMF SHORT FILMS + Q&A
7.30 Feature film - THE BOOK OF BIRDIE + Q&A
10.00 Feature film - PERFECT STRANGERS + Q&A
Sunday 7 May
11.00 Symposium - The Wolf in the Dress (Chloe Black)
12.00 Symposium - Why Do We Fund Australian Films But Not the Cinemas
to Screen Them In? (Lauren Carroll Harris)
1.00 Feature film - DEAREST SISTER + Skype Q&A
3.00 VHS swap meet in the Festival Club
7.00 Feature film - THE PEOPLE UNDER THE STAIRS + Q&A
9.00 Awards Announcement + Farewell Drinks in the Festival Club

#swmfiff

FILMS

XX

USA & Canada | 2017 | 80 minutes
directed by Roxanne Benjamin, Karyn Kusama,
Jovanka Vuckovic, Annie Clark, Sofia Carrillo
unclassified, no under 16s unless with an adult
TASMANIAN PREMIERE

In this eagerly anticipated anthology, Annie Clark
(St. Vincent) makes her directorial debut with The
Birthday Party; Karyn Kusama (The Invitation,
Jennifer’s Body) directs Her Only Living Son;
Roxanne Benjamin (Southbound) directs Don’t
Fall; and Jovanka Vuckovic (The Captured Bird)
directs The Box.
Award-winning animator Sofia Carrillo (La Casa
Triste) wraps together four suspenseful stories of
terror. The cast includes Natalie Brown, Melanie
Lynskey, Breeda Wool and Christina Kirk.

The Book of Birdie

UK | 2017 | 90 minutes
directed by Elizabeth E.Schuch
unclassified, no under 15s unless with an adult
AUSTRALIAN PREMIERE

When a fragile, imaginative teenager is placed in
a dying convent, will her unusual obsessions and
hallucinations become a mark of sainthood or a
dark heresy?

The Book of Birdie is the visually stunning and
highly original feature debut of a filmmaker to
watch.
Elizabeth Schuch is a concept and storyboard
artist with credits including Pacific Rim:
Uprising and Wonder Woman.

XX represents the spirit of experimentation and
ingenuity that is ushering in a new ‘golden age’ of
woman-directed horror.
To celebrate the opening night this ticket includes
a drink at the Festival Club.
Roxanne Benjamin will be present for a Q&A.

Elizabeth Schuch will be present for a Q&A.

8.00 PM, THURSDAY 4 MAY
PEACOCK THEATRE
TICKETS $25 OR WITH FESTIVAL PASS

7.30 PM, SATURDAY 6 MAY
PEACOCK THEATRE
TICKETS $18/$16 OR WITH FESTIVAL PASS

FILMS

Perfect Strangers

Mr Wrong

New Zealand | 2003 | 96 minutes
directed by Gaylene Preston
Rated Ma

New Zealand | 1984 | 88 minutes
directed by Gaylene Preston
Rated M

RETROSPECTIVE

RETROSPECTIVE

One night at the pub Melanie (Rachael Blake)
meets a handsome stranger (Sam Neill) and
accepts his invitation to go back to his place.
When they board his boat she finds out that
this is further than she thought (a shack on
a deserted island). From there, things get
complicated.

Perfect Strangers is a twisted fairytale featuring stellar performances and the powerful New
Zealand landscape.

Mr Wrong is about Meg, a country girl who has
just moved to the city and whose new car is
making some strange and spooky noises...
The screenplay is based on a story by English
writer Elizabeth Jane Howard. The film
explores alternative reactions to fear and their
consequences, as well as the unhappiness
caused by the fantasy girls grow up with of “Mr
Right”.

“One of the scariest things that people do is fall
in love,” said Gaylene when interviewed about
the film on its release. “This isn’t a film about
teenagers. They’ve got more at stake because
of that.”

Mr Wrong has recently been championed by
cult cinema connoisseur Quentin Tarantino, who
remarked, “I loved the woman [Helen Bolton]
who was the lead in it... she would never be the
lead in the American version of that movie. And
there was something so authentic about seeing
her trapped into this supernatural story.”

Gaylene Preston will be present for a Q&A.

Gaylene Preston will be present for a Q&A.

10.00 PM, SATURDAY 6 MAY
PEACOCK THEATRE
TICKETS $18/$16 OR WITH FESTIVAL PASS

8.00 PM, FRIDAY 5 MAY
PEACOCK THEATRE
TICKETS $18/$16 OR WITH FESTIVAL PASS

FILMS

Innuendo

Dearest Sister

Australia | 2017 | 100 minutes
directed by Saara Lamberg
unclassified, no under 16s unless with adult

Laos/France/Estonia | 2016 | 102 minutes
directed by Mattie Do
unclassified, no under 16s unless with an adult

MICRO-BUDGET SPOTLIGHT

TASMANIAN PREMIERE

A young village woman (Amphaiphun
Phommapunya) moves to the city to be a
companion for her wealthy cousin, whose
blindness has unexpected consequences. Also
This debut feature is a bold and strange reflection stars Totlina Vilouna and Tambet Tuisk.
on identity, sexuality and artistic life.
SWMF audiences recall Mattie Do’s debut
feature, Chanthaly, which screened at the
Stars Saara Lamberg, Brendan Bacon and Andy
festival in 2014. Like Chanthaly before it, Dearest
Hazel.
Sister uses the framework of a supernatural
tale to reflect on issues of class and gender. Its
moral complexities are impossible to ignore.
When a mysterious woman starts a new life as
an art model, will her demons leave her alone or
finally reveal the naked truth?

Saara Lamberg & Andy Hazel will be present for Mattie Do will be available for a Skype Q&A.
a Q&A.
1.00 PM, SUNDAY 7 MAY
1.00 PM, SATURDAY 6 MAY
PEACOCK THEATRE
PEACOCK THEATRE
TICKETS $18/$16 OR WITH FESTIVAL PASS TICKETS $18/$16 OR WITH FESTIVAL PASS

FILMS

The People Under The Stairs

Blood Sisters (Short)

USA | 1991 | 102 minutes
directed by Wes Craven
Rated M

Australia | 2017 | 16 minutes
directed by Caitlin Koller and Lachlan Smith
unclassified, no under 16s unless with an adult

RETROSPECTIVE

WORLD PREMIERE

When Poindexter – known around the ‘hood as
“Fool” – (Brandon Adams) breaks into a house,
he finds himself trapped by its murderous
owners (Everett McGill and Wendy Robie from
Twin Peaks). Quickly learning the true nature of
the home’s homicidal inhabitants, the boy battles
against sadistic security devices, befriends an
elusive and abused girl, and finally learns the
secret of the creatures hidden deep within the
house.

Amateur witchcraft conjures up bloody consequences.
The screenplay for Blood Sisters, by Hannah
White, was written for our Tasmanian Gothic
Script Challenge in 2014.
Caitlin Koller’s short Maid of Honour made its
Australian debut at SWMF in 2014.

“Mr. Craven’s screenplay manages to evoke
both Treasure Island and The Night of the
Living Dead, and plays like a stroll through an
amusement park’s haunted house. It is full of
peculiar noises, floors and walls that suddenly
give way, things that jump out of the dark and
objects of unmentionable disgustingness that
sneak up from behind.”—The New York Times

Sandi Sissel, the film’s cinematographer, will be
present for a Q&A.

Caitlin, Lachlan and Hannah will be present for
a Q&A.

7.00 PM, SUNDAY 7 MAY
PEACOCK THEATRE
TICKETS $18/$16 OR WITH FESTIVAL PASS

SCREENING WITH OPENING NIGHT FILM
8.00 PM, THURSDAY 4 MAY
PEACOCK THEATRE
TICKETS $25 OR WITH FESTIVAL PASS

SHORTS PROGRAM
5.00 PM, SATURDAY 6 MAY, PEACOCK THEATRE - $18/$16 OR WITH FESTIVAL PASS
unclassified, no under 16s unless with adult

Hi Stranger
USA | 2016 | 2 minutes
directed by Kirsten Lepore
A claymation figure has a few important things to say.
Made for the Late Night Work Club anthology.
TASMANIAN PREMIERE

Doll
Australia | 2017 | 5 minutes
directed by Jia He
A girl is trapped in a house where an evil nesting doll
captures souls. The director is a student at University
of Technology Sydney.

WORLD PREMIERE

The Man Who Caught a Mermaid
Australia | 2017 | 16 minutes
directed by Kaitlin Tinker
An old fisherman captures a mermaid in a world that
tells him they don’t exist. A Swinburne University
Production.
Kaitlin Tinker will be present for a Q&A.
TASMANIAN PREMIERE

Mouse
USA | 2016 | 11 minutes
directed by Celine Held and Logan George
Vanessa and Danny are down on their luck but ready
to take any opportunity that comes their way. Debuted
last year at SXSW.

AUSTRALIAN PREMIERE

SHORTS PROGRAM

What Happened to Her
USA | 2016 | 15 minutes
directed by Kristy Guevara-Flanagan
A short documentary about the female corpses of film
and television. You’ll never watch CSI the same way
again.

TASMANIAN PREMIERE

Pendulum
UK | 2017 | 19 minutes
directed by Lauren Cooney
Two friends seek spiritual salvation in India away from
their hedonistic and disconnected lives in advance of
the impending collapse of the Cosmos.
WORLD PREMIERE

Gardening at Night
USA | 2016 | 12 minutes
directed by Shayna Connelly
A personal relection on friendship and loss. Samantha
is powerless to help Anne, who on the eve of her death
is angry and afraid.

AUSTRALIAN PREMIERE

Slapper
Australia | 2017 | 15 minutes
directed by Luci Schroder
Taylah must scrape together money for the morning
after pill before it’s too late. More social realism than
genre, it’s nevertheless a horror story.
TASMANIAN PREMIERE

MARY SHELLEY SYMPOSIUM

The Wolf in the Dress

The Girlie Werewolf Hall of Fame

An exploration of transgender and transphobic
representation in modern horror

A SWMF favourite returns

CHLOE BLACK

JAZMINA CININAS

In creating a portrait gallery of female
werewolves Jazmina’s aim is to expand existing
visual mythographies of the female werewolf,
drawing attention to the generally overlooked
literary and historical narratives of female
lycanthropy and the role of the feminine in the
evolution of werewolf lore. Her chief medium
From Silence of the Lambs to Psycho and
for this project is the inherently transformative
Dressed To Kill Chloe Black explores trans
representation in horror... and from the outside reduction linocut, whereby the plate is
progressively cut into and destroyed while the
it’s not a good look.
print correspondingly becomes more complete.
American horror films have consistently been
preoccupied with ‘the enemy within’. From
the Cold War to the War on Terror to modern
medicine, American horror is all about ‘trust no
one’. So how does this factor into trans issues?

Following the presentation (approximately
40 minutes in duration) will be the opening of
Jazmina Cininas’s exhibition, Blood Moon, in the
Sidespace Gallery (which is near reception inside
Salamanca Arts Centre).

Chloe Black is a Hobart-based genre film
aficionado and broadcaster.

Jazmina Cininas undertook her PhD on ‘The Girlie
Werewolf’ at RMIT University, where she also
lectures in Printmaking.

11.00 AM, SUNDAY 7 MAY
FESTIVAL CLUB (THE FOUNDERS ROOM)
TICKETS $5 OR USE FESTIVAL PASS

4.00 PM, SATURDAY 6 MAY
FESTIVAL CLUB (THE FOUNDERS ROOM)
TICKETS $5 OR USE FESTIVAL PASS

MARY SHELLEY SYMPOSIUM

Why do we fund Australian films but
not the cinemas to screen them in?

Riding in Jags with Ghosts:
The Cinema of Gaylene Preston

LAUREN CARROLL HARRIS

DEB VERHOEVEN

To support contemporary art we fund art
galleries; in theatre we build new stages. Why
isn’t the same approach taken with Australian
cinema?
This talk will look at how other countries’ film
agencies support alternative local film cultures,
by funding regional film clubs, a wide array of
festivals, online cinematheques and alternative
arthouse theatres, to provide an inspiring vision
of what could film culture in Australia could look
like with the right support.

In 2001 Gaylene Preston was the first filmmaker
to receive a Laureate Award from the NZ Arts
Foundation. A prolific screenwriter, director and
producer, her awards and achievements seem
endless... but what about her trashier side?
She’s the woman who made a ghost story about
a girl and her Jaguar in Mr Wrong (1983). Her
sensibility, as evidenced by the disturbing yet
weirdly amusing Perfect Strangers (2003) is
anything but conventional. So where exactly do
these films fit on the genre spectrum? Does it
matter?
Preston’s career is long and varied, moving
between drama and documentary, but there
are common threads. She portrays women as
outsiders, strong and idiosyncratic.

Lauren Carroll Harris is a writer, researcher and
artist completing a PhD on Australian cinema
and digital distribution at UNSW. She is the
author of Not at a Cinema Near You: Australia’s
Film Distribution Problem (Platform Papers,
2013) and writes about film for The Guardian.

Deb Verhoeven is Professor and Chair of Media
and Communications at Deakin University.
Amongst her many accolades she was named
Australia’s Most innovative Academic in 2013.

12.00 NOON, SUNDAY 7 MAY
FESTIVAL CLUB (THE FOUNDERS ROOM)
TICKETS $5 OR USE FESTIVAL PASS

11.00 AM, SUNDAY 7 MAY
FESTIVAL CLUB (THE FOUNDERS ROOM)
TICKETS $5 OR USE FESTIVAL PASS

CHALLENGES

The Tasmanian Gothic Short Script Challenge
The Script Challenge has been part of SWMF since the beginning, in keeping with the festival’s ethos
of encouraging and celebrating genre cinema that is thought-provoking and well-crafted. The
name is a nod to it being a Tasmanian-based competition, although it’s optional for screenwriters to
directly engage with the concept of ‘Tasmanian Gothic’ within their entry. Last year the Challenge
required participants to complete a script of 7 pages (or less) within a 48-hour period and incorporate three unique prompts. Ninety-four completed scripts were submitted, from Australia, the USA,
Canada, Russia, Finland and the UK. With any luck the Script Challenge will return later in 2017.

The Tasploitation Challenge
The Tasploitation Challenge has been part of SWMF since 2013, encouraging production and creating opportunities for professional and non-professional filmmakers. This year’s Tasploitation Challenge, co-presented by Wide Angle Tasmania, took place in April. Twenty-two teams had 48 hours
to make a film that incorporated a unique prop, subgenre of horror and a line of dialogue from The
Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood. The Jury consisted of filmmaker and Wide Angle Tasmania
board member Shaun Wilson, ABC Local Radio presenter Helen Shield, filmmaker Dick Marks OAM,
creative producer Catherine Pettman, composer Heath Brown, cinematographer Sandi Sissel and
SWMF’s Briony Kidd.
Best Film and Audience Choice Award:
Nuncersion II: And Then There Were Nun (The Nunnering) by Timebois (Alex Laird, Scott Gerry
Edwards)
Cooper Screen Academy Best Actor Award:
Jane Hamilton-Foster (The Stranger Mothers)
Special Award (Best Vomit):
Meet the Weavers by Play Nice
Tasmaniana Award (for a film that incorporates a specifically Tasmanian aspect):
The Faerie Tree by Derek Disaster Squad
Barbara Creed Award (for a film that reflects on gender issues):
Good Mourning by Decomposers
Next Generation Award (for a film which includes an under 16-year-old working in key roles):
Reflected Fears by HP Studios

Nuncersion II ...

Australia | 2016 | 6 minutes
by Timebois (Alex Laird, Scott Gerry Edwards)
This meta marvel was inspired by the sub-genre ‘nunsploitation’ . It will have an encoure screening prior to
the feature film The Book of Biride.
7.30 PM, SATURDAY 6 MAY
PEACOCK THEATRE, SALAMANCA ARTS CENTRE
TICKETS $18/$16 OR WITH FESTIVAL PASS

CHALLENGES

Decomposers accepting their award from the Jury’s Sandi Sissel, image by Brady Denehy

MC extraordinaire Claire Dawson entertains the crowd. Image by Brady Denehy

VISUAL ART & MORE
2017 Poster Design by Amy Fairweather
“I’m fascinated by the theme of the ‘monster within.
One of my favourite literary works is Dr Jekyll and Mr
Hyde written by Robert L. Stevenson. Another major
inspiration for this is the claustrophobic and tormenting film The Babadook, by Jennifer Kent. I had an
image in mind of a Victorian-esque woman who’s in a
trance-like state. Her darker self emerges in plumes of
smoke. I decided to keep the features of the monster
and woman minimal except for the distinctive scar
across the brow and cheek.”

Blood Moon
Melbourne-based artist Jazmina Cininas presents
her first solo exhibition in Tasmania. Cininas’ lush
and technically complex reduction linocut portraits
feature a roll call of female werewolves, spanning early
modern werewolf trials, hirsute wonders, furry femme
fatales and the recent generation of cinematic PMS
werewolves.
EXHIBITION DATES 2 - 31 MAY 2017
STUDIO GALLERY, SALAMANCA ARTS CENTRE

SWMF Light Box Exhibition
The genuis creator of the SWMF and Tasploitation
Challenge trophies, Bryony Geeves, turns her imagination to the small exhibition space in the front window
Salamanca Arts Centre. If these Tasploitation trophies
are anything to go by the results should be pretty
twisted.
EXHIBITION DATES 2 - 31 MAY 2017
THE LIGHT BOX, SALAMANCA ARTS CENTRE

VHS Swap Meet

Swap, sell or show off about stuff you actually want to
keep forever. Enjoy a drink and a chat with your fellow
VHS tragics.
Featuring Emesha Rudolf, comedian and star of the
web series pilot General Exhibition.
3.00 PM - 6.00 PM, SUNDAY 7 MAY
FESTIVAL CLUB (THE FOUNDERS ROOM)
FREE

TICKETING AND VENUES

Venues
The festival takes place entirely at Salamanca Arts Centre this year, with thanks to SAC for their ongoing support. Film screenings are in the Peacock Theatre, while Industry, Mary Shelley Symposium
events and social drinks are in the Festival Club (the Founders Room - located in Salamanca Arts
Centre off Wooby’s Lane or accessed via the Courtyard).

Ticketing
The best way to experience the festival is to buy a Festival Pass so you can fully immerse yourself in
the experience. Those wishing to buy single tickets may do so online for up to one hour before the
start of each session or purchase at the door (unless sold out). Please note door sales are cash only.
We encourage you to support the event by pre-booking or buying a Festival Pass if possible!

Festival Pass - $150
The SWMF Festival Pass allows you access to all ticketed events and is valued at over $190. Upon
purchasing your pass you will receive a code allowing you to select the individual sessions you plan
to attend. If you turn up without booking you will be able to get into the screening - unless the session is sold out. Includes 3 drink vouchers to use at the Festival Club.

VIP Festival Pass - $180
Or how about a VIP Festival Pass? Over $220 in value, this includes access to all ticketed events and:
•
an invitation to industry only drinks prior to the opening night red carpet
•
a VIP gift bag
•
reserved seating at all ticketed events
•
a bottle of sparkling wine
The number of VIP Passes available are strictly limited.

Purchase Festival Passes at www.strangerwithmyface.com/shop/

Festival Team
Briony Kidd - Director & Programmer
Mia Falstein-Rush - Operations Coordinator
Jason James - Projection & AV Coordinator
Alex Fletcher - Deliveries & Tech Coordinator
Meg Donaldson - Programming & Operations Assistant
Erin James - Festival Intern
Emma Wilson - Attic Lab Coordinator
Kaila Sarah Hier - International Publicist
Carla Mckee Studios - Graphic Designer
Amy Fairweather - Poster Artist

Social Media
Indie filmmakers rely on audiences to champion their work. Across
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, use the official hashtag #swmfiff to
discuss, critique or compliment.

#swmfiff

